Peter Rolfe Kenilworth Display: Sierra Leone

WW2 Censorship and Military Mail

When | learned that Jeremy was bringing some Sierra Leone censorship items, |
thought it might be interesting to show Peter’s examples alongside them.

As | am by no means an expert in the field, | have made use of Jeremy’s West
African Censorship book, along with the Daynes & Lutwyche monograph on Air
Letters and Honour Envelopes (so don’t blame me for my mistakes!).

This handout aims to be a brief summary of the topics, intended primarily for
those of us who, although not experts, have nonetheless acquired censored
and military items over the years, possibly without fully appreciating all of their
features.

PQ, 12.8.25

WW?2 Civilian Censorship

Three main groups of civil censorship handstamps were introduced in 1939.
Type 1 is an unframed “Passed By Censor”, which comes in various sizes; type 2
a boxed Passed By Censor with a number from 1-12; type 3 consists of Censor
plus a number (again 1-12) enclosed in a small oval. Type 1 peters out after
May 1940, but types 2 and 3 continue into 1942. A rule of thumb | learned
once at Salisbury is that, in general, the higher numbers are scarcer.

The type 5 unframed Crown over Passed over QQ/1 or QQ/2 made a fleeting
appearance in July-August 1942, but was supplanted by the Type 4, in which
these elements were enclosed in an octagonal frame. Numbers QQ/1 through
to QQ/5 are known, of which no.4 only appeared in 1945.

The QQ code was just for Sierra Leone and appeared in handstamps and tapes.



The first type of tape simply bore the words “Opened By Censor”, printed in
black on white paper. This came in four different fonts, designated types 1a -
1d. Occasionally handstamps of types 2, 3 or 8 (type 8 was just Q.Q. followed
by a number) were applied on top of the tape, and these are highly rated in
West African Censorship.

Tape type 2 is printed in red on blue paper. Itisinscribed “Opened By Censor”
in much larger letters than type 1, above a small “H. Ltd.”. This has also been
found struck with handstamps of types 2, 3 or 8. Type 2 tapes were used
between November 1941 and the end of 1942.

After this point, the tape inscriptions were altered to read P.C. 90 / Opened by
Examiner / QQ/number. There were three formats, types 3-5, all printed in
black on cream paper. Types 3 and 4 exist with type 8 handstamps struck
underneath the tape.

WW?2 Military Censorship

The two main types of RAF marking were the trapezium (type R10), used
during 1942, and the square (type R11), used from 1942 onwards. Both exist
with a wide range of censor numbers and struck in various colours.

The three main army types were the triangle (types A200/201) 1940-42, crown
over circle (type A500) 1942-44, and the crown over shield (type A600) 1944-5.

The main naval type was the tombstone, type N100.

Military Envelopes

Standard British air mail letter cards and air letters were used from 1 October
1941, alongside examples printed locally in West Africa. The first local type
(WA.01) was printed at Cape Coast, but its use in Sierra Leone (as with several
of the later types) has not been recorded by Daynes & Lutwyche. A Forces
Letter Card with a distinctive diagonal red cross (type WA.02) was used 1942-
43, unfortunately the postmark date is not clear on Peter’s example. Later
types (WA.03-WA.09) were inscribed Army Form W.3077.



From 1943 onwards, privilege air letters were issued once every four weeks to
service personnel. These were exempt from unit level censorship, but could
still be inspected by a base censor. They bear a bold triangle on the front, an
honour certificate on the back, and, apart from a provisional overprinting on a
standard issue air letter, are inscribed Army Form W.3077.A (types WA.10/11).

When air letters were produced for civilian use in 1944, the printers used the
military design, and the initial run included the Army Form W.3077 inscription.

Active Service Honour Envelopes were printed in green and inscribed A.F.
W3078 in the upper left corner. All the examples recorded by Daynes &
Lutwyche come from a single W.A.P.S.S. printing dated 1/43 (type WA.20)

Postmarks

Two Field Post Offices operated in Sierra Leone. FPO 41 had two different
datestamps: with and without serifs in the 41 (Walton 301.01-.02). The FPO
537 datestamp is sans-serif (Walton 302.01).

Between 1910 and 1929, Garrison Mail postmarks were used at an office
located at Wilberforce Barracks. Single circle postmarks appear from July 1945
onwards, i.e. after the war in Europe and Africa had finished (Walton 320.04).
Recent research by Crabtree indicates there were two devices, with slight
differences in the alignment of the lettering. By 1959 there was a forces
counter at the GPO Freetown (Beale).
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